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ON SALE

Scientific
breakthroughs 
of past century
head to auction
The Nobel Prize Medal awarded to

British Scientist Sir Robert Ed-
wards in 2010 for the development

of human in vitro fertilisation (IVF) ther-
apy, estimated to sell for £500,000-800,000,
is part of an online auction, highlight-
ing the scientific and technological
breakthroughs that have formed the mod-
ern world. Titled, 'Eureka!', the online
auction by Christie's is open for bidding
till July 16.

➤ From Thomas Edison's pioneering design
for the lightbulb to Crick, and Watson's cele-
brated discovery of the structure of DNA,
from a Second World War Enigma Machine to
the invention of in vitro fertilisation, from
Albert Einstein to Stephen Hawking, it offers
slices of history as collectibles.

➤ Items from the late physicist, Stephen
Hawking's estate are also on sale, including
a rare Hawking portrait by Anton Corbijn,
and a Simpsons figurine of him made by
Playmates Toys. These rare items provide a
remarkable insight into the cultural inter-
ests, personality and sense of fun of this
extraordinary man, the auction house said.

➤ The sale also offers seven autographed
and annotated design drawings by American
inventor Thomas Edison for his lightbulb and
related innovations. Each sketch testifies to
Edison's continued work on the electric lamp
throughout the 1880s, as well as offering an
example of the related inventions that filled
his design notebooks.

➤ Eureka!' will also feature a rare surviving
Enigma Machine, a four-rotor used by the
German Navy's U-boat fleet to send encrypt-
ed messages during the second World War.

W hatApp, the Facebook-owned mes-
saging service, has announced new
features that are expected to roll out

over the next few weeks.

NOW, SAVE CONTACTS ON
WHATSAPP USING QR CODES

K oalas in the Australian state of New South Wales
(NSW) could become extinct by 2050 unless the
government immediately intervenes to protect

them and their habitat, a parliamentary inquiry de-
termined after a year-long inquiry.

KOALAS MAY BE EXTINCT IN
AUSTRALIA'S NEW SOUTH 
WALES BY 2050

TECH BUZZ

A ctress Shilpa Shetty Kundra has co-authored
a digital book titled, "The Magic Immunity
Pill: Lifestyle" with Luke Coutinho, a holis-

tic lifestyle coach associated with integrative medi-
cine. The book focusses on emotional wellness, qual-
ity sleep, balanced nutrition and adequate exercise
to build a strong immune system.

SHILPA SHETTY CO-AUTHORS 
DIGITAL BOOK ON EMO-
TIONAL WELLNESS

CLICK HERE: WWW.TOISTUDENT.COM

Enforcing 
the BAN on
CHINESE APPS
WHAT: The Centre has banned 59 Chinese apps, including

TikTok, CamScanner and others, in retaliation to the
border skirmish in Ladakh, which took place in  June.

WHY: The government invoked its power under section
69A of the IT Act and rules to block access to any

information sourced through any computer resource.

X-PLAINED

THE RULES
➤Apps on gaming, education and infotainment don’t need
any local government body’s permission for its launch.
However, they are required to meet the guidelines of the
play stores to place their apps. Some apps, like e-commerce
or payment apps, need permission from the RBI, National
Payments Corporation of India, and other authorities to
start operations ➤The present ban ordered by the govt will
not only be applicable on the new downloads, but also on
the already downloaded apps. Those who have already
downloaded these apps  will not be able to use them

HOW THE GOVT CAN ENFORCE THE BAN: The govern-
ment needs the help of Internet Service Providers (ISPs)
to block data transmission, and app stores, to prevent
fresh downloads and updates, to enforce the ban.

THE IMPACT: TikTok, the video sharing platform, which had over 100 mil-
lion users in India, is the biggest loser. It brought content production to
the grassroots of the subcontinent, and was the source of income for
many social media ‘influencers’

➤While apps, like TikTok and UC News, which require a live feed, will
become non-functional, apps that can be used offline may continue to be
used, unless requiring an update.
➤ If an app is removed from the Google Play Store or an Apple App Store,
these can’t be downloaded. However, app stores can’t do anything about the
app already downloaded. Users can see old videos, even create new ones
and share them, but won’t get further upgrades and notifications on the app
➤Also, it would require Google and Apple to remove these apps from their
play stores, which could expose users to the unofficial versions of these apps  

THE CHALLENGES

Vidya Balan-starrer,
'Shakuntala Devi' gets
a release date
Shakuntala Devi', the math genius,

which will be helmed by actress
Vidya Balan, will premiere digi-

tally on July 31. Ditching the tradition-
al theatrical release, the film will pre-
miere directly on the streaming plat-
form, Amazon Prime. The streamer an-

nounced the release date of the film  on
Thursday through a fun video featur-
ing Vidya. Taking a note from the sto-
ryline, Vidya reveals the release date
first in a complex mathematical way,
and then simplifies it to share the date.

ENTERTAINMENT

Written by Anu
Menon, the film is
based on the life of
Shakuntala Devi,
who is revered as
the human computer,
for her innate ability
to make incredibly
complex calculations
within seconds

Eau de Space: This October,
smell space on Earth
Sounds unre-

al? Well, not
really.We can

actually know how
outer space smells
like! Come October,
Eau de Space, an
outer space-scented

fragrance, will be
available commer-
cially. Created by
Steve Pearce, a
chemist and the
founder of Omega
Ingredients, it is
one-of-the-kind fra-
grance.

The scent of space is “independently verified by
actual astronauts, down to earth”. According to
the makers, the smell of the space is like that of
“seared steak, raspberries and rum” 

SPACE

1 To make the lives of its users simpler,
WhatsApp has announced new contact-

saving QR Codes. This new update ensures
that people can add their contacts to
their phones with the use of QR codes

2 The smartphone users can make their
messaging even more effective with

new Animated Stickers

3 Stickers are one of the most-common
way of communicating on WhatsApp,

with billions of stickers sent every day

4 With video-calling becoming the
most pertinent way of communi-

cating, WhatsApp has made improve-
ments to group video calling feature.
It has added a special feature that will
allow the user to focus on whoever
s/he wants just by letting him/her
press and hold to maximise a partici-
pant's video to full screen

5 The messaging
platform also

plans to roll out
the Status fea-

ture that dis-
appear after

24 hours,
to KaiOS

users

Photo: Getty images

BOOK

It's been such a rich and learning experience working on this book with Luke
Coutinho. Today, when we are hit by this global health calamity, we are try-
ing our best to stay healthy. For that, I believe it's prerequisite to have a

really strong immune system. While all want it, many don't know or are apa-
thetic towards achieving it. Hence this book is timely
SHILPA SHETTY, actress

➤ Land clearing for agriculture, urban development, min-
ing and forestry had been the biggest factor in the frag-
mentation and loss of habitat for the animals in NSW, the
country’s most populous state, over several decades 
➤A prolonged, drought-fuelled bushfire season that
ended early this year was also devastating for the animals,
destroying their habitat across the state 

ENVIRONMENT

FACTOID

E-WASTE was dumped across the
world last year, says The Global E-waste
Monitor 2020 report. Just 17.4% was re-
cycled. China, with 10.1 million tons, was
the biggest contributor to e-waste and
the United States was second, with 6.9
million tons. India, with 3.2 million tons,
was third. Together, these three coun-
tries accounted for nearly 38% of the
world's e-waste last year. Global warm-
ing is just one of the issues cited by the
report as it noted that 98 million tons of
carbon dioxide equivalents were released
into the atmosphere, as a result of in-
adequate recycling of "undocumented"
refrigerators and air conditioners.

53.6MN TONS

This year's coronavirus lockdowns have
exacerbated the e-waste problem.
People stuck at home are de-cluttering,
and because of the lockdowns, there
are few workers collecting and recy-
cling the junk, the report added.

The Joint Entrance
Examination (main
and advanced) and

the National Eligibility-
cum- Entrance Test
(undergraduate) have
been postponed to
September 2020. A
decision to this effect
was taken on Friday

JEE (MAIN &
ADVANCED),
NEET EXAMS
POSTPONED

7 yrs after launch, Mars
orbiter still active,
captures image of Red
planet’s biggest moon

In another spatial breakthrough,
the Mars colour camera on
board the Mars Orbiter Mission

(MOM) of the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO) has cap-
tured the image of Phobos, the clos-
est and biggest moon of the Red
planet. The space agency released the image that was taken
on July 1, when the orbiter was about 7,200 km from Mars,
and 4,200 km from Phobos. The photo generated is a composite
image generated from six camera frames, and has been colour-
corrected.  Surprisingly, MOM is still active years after its
launch on November 5, 2013.

ISRO had successfully placed the `450-
crore MOM in the Red planet’s orbit on
September 24, 2014, making India, the
first Asian country to reach the Martian
orbit, and the first nation in the world to
do so on its maiden attempt

Phobos is largely
believed to be made
up of carbonaceous
chondrites

The computer-based 
multi-session, JEE (main)
examinations will be held
from September 1 to
September 6, while the JEE
(advanced) will be held on
September 27, 2020. The
pen-paper mode entrance
for medical colleges, NEET-
UG will be conducted on
September 13, 2020

Around 9 lakh aspirants have reg-
istered for the JEE (main) exam,
while 16 lakhs have registered for
the NEET-UG exams. Raising con-
cern over the worsening of the
pandemic, candidates across the
country has been demanding the
postponement of the exams  

The delay in the entrance exams
will have a cascading effect on
the new academic session. The
new academic session for the
first year students, as per pres-
ent planning, is expected to com-
mence from November

The IITs take around a month to
complete its joint counselling
process. It will take around a
week to announce the results
from the date of the exam, which
is September 27. Therefore, the
IITs are likely to start their 2020-
21 session from the first week of
December
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02 “Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature.”
GÉRARD DE NERVAL, FRENCH WRITER AND POET SCHOOL IS COOL

Life in  lock
Full of misery in every block
Closed is every house door
And pavement full of beggars sleeping on floor
Everything has come to halt
Due to some people's fault
People venting day in and out
Wondering when we would go out
Children suffering with pen and book
And elders spend time learning how to cook
Houses begin feeling like cell
With no relative ringing the bell
Life in a lock
Full of misery in every block

Om Shukla, class X, DPSBE, Bengaluru

It was a day to remember, when
I got my home science assign-
ment. Out of the two options

given for holidays, I choose to make
'A unique recipe', because I really
love cooking and was eager to get
a chance to start as well.

I consulted my mother on what
dish to prepare and how. It was re-
ally a tough choice and at a point it
seemed that we would have to toss
a coin to choose the best option. Fi-
nally we decided that instead of
making one dish we would make an
entire meal comprising veg fried
rice, grilled chicken, green salad
and a fruit dessert. I also had to see
that all the ingredients we needed
were stocked up at home, so that I
would not have to run to the grocer

at the last moment in this pandemic
situation. After completing the
preparations the prior night, I went
to bed. However I couldn't sleep a
wink. All I could think about was
the meal.

Next day was a blast. I had a
wonderful time learning the cut-
ting techniques from my mother,
who helped me a lot. She kept
prompting me not to hurt myself
while making the dish.

My greatest challenge while
making this meal was cutting the
vegetables properly, in the right
shape. The onions really made me
cry a lot. The heat from the oven
sometimes made me uncomfortable
as I was not used to it.

Once the food was prepared, I

arranged the table and served the
dishes. I proudly named my spread
the "Maharani Bhoj". The name I
chose was a token of my gratitude
& love for my mother. She is indeed
a "Maharani" for me and my fami-
ly. Every day she puts in her best
efforts and hard work, taking pains
to ensure our family is safe and
healthy, not only during this pan-
demic, but every day.

It was not only a supreme ex-
perience in cooking, I also learned
the skills of planning, preping, ex-
ecuting & having lots of patience.
I realized that, I had created a beau-
tiful memory to carry along with
me throughout my life.
Koel Dutta, class IX, 

MG School For Excellence, B’luru 

A commemoration of reading,

and the library movement
"The more that you read, the more things you

will know. The more that you learn, the more

places you'll go."

-Dr. Seuss

O
n June 19, 2020, the school celebrated

the 25th National Reading Day. This

day is celebrated to honour the father

of 'Library Movement in Kerala', the late P N

Panicker. The focus this year was on technol-

ogy-enabled reading. The

students of classes VI to X enthusiastically

participated in the reading activity assisted

by the teachers. The reading activity lasted

for 20 minutes. Students conscientiously took

part in the activity by reading their favourite

novel or journal during the stipulated time.

Principal Anuradha Ramesh set the plat-

form for the day by taking the Reading Day

Pledge, along with the teachers and students.

The importance of reading was reinforced

through this activity.

READING DAY 

S
tudents of the school

were introduced to the

Father of the Library

Movement in Kerala P N

Panicker, the man behind

Kerala's 100% literacy rate,

as schools under the ICSE

Council paid tribute to him.

June 19 - 26, 2020 is observed

as the reading week and till

July 18 as the reading month.

Senior school students

were introduced to his works

online, followed by discus-

sions and presentations by

students on their favourite

books, authors, poets and

dramatists.
On June 26, the reading

room day was observed with

an online programme for all

high school students.

Teacher Mary Deepa Patrick

of the English department

led the audience in prayer.

Principal Lavanya Mithran

delivered her address on the

importance of reading. HOD

of English department Es-

ther Jebakumar spoke on the

need to inculcate the habit

of reading.
Haniya of class XII pre-

sented a tribute to Panicker

by taking us through his life

and achievements. This was

followed by the narration of

a short story Shark Bait by

Sanjana Carol of class XII

and a poetry recitation _

Love her wild _ by Teevra

Sinha of class XII.
The programme con-

cluded with a vote of thanks

by Kezia Elaine of class XII

who reminded us to be grate-

ful to all writers, emphasis-

ing again on the importance

and need of reading.

In these difficult times

of the pandemic, it is these

books that will remain our

faithful companions. We

hope to continue these ac-

tivities through this month

and hope to inspire more and

more through the years that

they study here at Cottons.

Creating beautiful
memories with food CO

OK
 U

P

Founder's Day, on
June 20, has always
been a warm and

fun-filled event, much
awaited by the school fam-
ily, year after year. The
present circumstances
prevented the manage-
ment, staff and students
from gathering  together
to celebrate this occasion.
Nevertheless, it did not deter the spirit of cele-

brations. The high
school students
presented a beauti-
ful video with
wishes and mes-
sages. They pre-
sented their

beloved founder M. Gopalakrishnan with a song
composed specially for him on his birthday. Prin-
cipal Jean George and teachers too presented a
video with birthday wishes.

Dedicated to My World - My Mother

My 'Mother' - the irreplaceable part of my life. My Mother is
one who loves, nourishes, cares about me without any expec-
tations.

My Mother smiles through her pain for her daughter's gain.
My Mother is poised in nature, dedicated in her deeds and
illuminates the dark path of my life. My Mother is the best
critic to rectify my each and every work.

My Mother is like a candle burning her own self to light my
life. She is generous and exuberant. My Mother is always
ebullient. 

Mother is said to be a form of god, but for me, she is the only
God. She is the most precious treasure I have. She is the one
who is always ready to sacrifice and forgive for millions of
my mistakes.

I always feel that am blessed to have my Mother beside me in
my life.

My mother is my world. She is my best buddy. My day starts
with her cheerful 'good morning' and ends with her blissful
'good night'.

Brick structure become a home, only with the care and affec-
tion of Mother. I would always remain to be a child to her no
matter how much I grow.  But, I know my Mother more than
she knows herself.

My Mother is My Best Friend,
My Mother is a Best Teacher,
My Mother is My Best Chef,
My Mother is a Best Critic,
My Mother is My Motivation,
My Mother is a Inspiration,
My Mother is a My Soul mate,
My Mother is a My World,
My Mother is My God,
My Mother is My Everything.

This time is to cherish, acknowledge, respect, admire and
adore every mother and her selfless deed.
'MA' I adore and love you from the bottom of my heart. You
richly deserves all the care, love and gratitude 'MA'.
THANK YOU MA.

Amana, class VI, Bishop Cotton Girls' School, Bengaluru

O
ne of the most impor-
tant aspects of a
kindergarten child's
education is being

constantly curious about every-
thing, while learning through
various activities and sharpen-
ing basic skills.

As a parent, are you finding
it difficult to see your child be-
ing listless, frustrated or hyper
during this lockdown period? Do
not worry!

Children are unique, each in
his/her own way. As adults, it is
our duty to encourage them to
learn through fun and play.

Here are a few tips on how
to keep your ward engaged dur-

ing this time of crisis and  also
help you to bond with your child.

Firstly, understand the
child's field of interest. For ex-
ample, if children are scribbling
on the walls, give them scrib-
bling pads, crayons and markers
and ask them to draw something
that they like to eat or play with.
You will be amazed at the cre-
ative drawings they produce.

To improve their communi-
cation skills, allow the child to
speak in his/her own words and
wait for the completion of what
he/she is trying to express.

Alternately, you can ask a
question and let him/her answer,
at some length.

You could also establish a
bond between your child and
grandparents by asking your
child to talk to them
regularly and keep
them updated on daily
activities. This habit
ensures that your child
not only learns to com-
municate effectively,
but also learns to re-
spect elders and be
caring towards them.
It will also help them
stay emotionally con-
nected.

If you want your child to be
occupied on his/ her own, pro-
vide some cutouts from a news-
paper and ask your child to iden-
tify letters (one at a time) and

tell him/her to colour the inner
part of the letters. This will help
the child to identify letters and

to improve concentra-
tion. Colouring small
letters will also enhance
fine motor skills.

The kitchen is a
place for exploration.
Let your child take a
vegetable or fruit from
the refrigerator to the
kitchen. Recognition of
colours, sizes and tex-

tures happens here.
Dough-making is always fun;
children love to get their fingers
into squishy material.

When you do your laundry,
ask your child to keep a count of
how many clothes went into the

machine and came out.
Draw a circle on a plain

sheet of paper, make columns
with numbers written on them,
and ask your child to place the
same number of Lego blocks on
each column.

Reading has to develop at an
early age. There are books avail-
able with 1 or 2 sentences on
each page and colourful illus-
trations that help the child to
connect the text with the picture
on the page. This is clearly seen
in the humorous movie, 'Baby's
Day Out'.

I hope these simple tech-
niques will help your child to
learn at home, through fun and
play.

Happy parenting. Stay safe.

Author Vasudhendra
enthrals young
Kannada readers

Stainless Steel Pathregalu: having read
this essay in our Kannada textbook,
we were all eager to meet the author

Vasudhendra. The essay speaks about 
his mother's unusual obsession for steel 
utensils.

On dJune 23, 2020, he joined us virtual-
ly through our online Kannada class. We
were ready with all our questions since we
knew he is going to be a part of our class
that day. The session started with a small
presentation on the author, his works and
achievements. We then discussed the genre,
title, authors of the books we had read. He
encouraged us to nurture the habit of read-

ing. He pa-
tiently an-
swered all our
queries with
a smile and
shared some
a n e c d o t e s

with us. He also gave a few tips on writing
stories and essays.

We only know authors from the books
they write, but this experience was a unique
one as we were able to meet the writer and
ask questions that usually go unanswered.
He also expressed his happiness to meet his
young readers and get their feedback on his
writings. Meeting him was indeed a great
experience and a memorable one to cherish.

Vasudhendra is a Kannada writer, well
known for his short stories and essays. His
famous books includes Tejo Tungabhadra
and Nammamma andre nangishta. He has
received numerous awards for his simple
and relatable works that are generally real-
istic-fiction.
Arushi Upadhyaya, class IX 

SISHU GRIHA
HIGH SCHOOL 

MG SCHOOL FOR
EXCELLENCE

LIFE IN LOCK

School pays tribute
to founderLearning can be fun - tips for parents

TEACHERSPEAK
Sumalatha, kindergarten

teacher, Aavishkar
Academy, Bengaluru

MY MOTHER, MY WORLD

CLICK TO SEE
The British rule
Aarav Chandwaney of class VIII,
DPS Whitefield, Bengaluru, por-
trays through a comic strip the
establishment of the British rule
in India. The depiction in the
comic is based on chapter-2 in his-
tory titled Establishment of
Company Power. 

Amal Francis of class VII, Avishkar Academy, shows
his expertise with building blocks. Do you think
you could try making some of these models too?

Photo: AFP

NPS AGARA

BISHOP COTTON GIRLS' SCHOOL

https://toistudent.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/news/pinboard/the-british-rule-aarav-chandwaney/57965.html
https://toistudent.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/news/leadership/amal-shows-his-expertise-with-blocks/57968.html
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