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KAJOL HOPES
‘CELFIE’ AND 
‘COMPASSION’ WILL
OUTLAST COVID

On the work front, Kajol is set
to make her digital debut with
‘Tribhanga’, directed by Renuka
Shahane. It is a drama set in
Mumbai, weaving a complex
tale that goes back and forth
through three generations of
the same family, from the late
1980s to the present day

A ctress Kajol hopes compassion
will outlast and outgrow Covid.

She shared her thoughts in a new
post on social media. In a new
Instagram selfie, Kajol looks at the
camera, with her specs placed on her
head. “C for celfie, C for Compassion,
C for COVID, aiming for the first two
to outlast and outgrow the last one.
Keep on swimming! #CFor
#GrowAndGlow,” she wrote.

The postman
delivered it in 

2030!
Wondering what your teachers are talking about?
Well, they are talking about the challenges they

faced, while teaching students of 2020 batch, courtesy Covid-19.
In a reminder to students of 2030, ahead of Teacher’s Day, they
share their experiences on how they rose to the challenge, and

turned adversities into opportunities…

2020: A FICTION-

LIKE STORY! 

Dear amazing batch of 2030,

Life was normal, when 2020 kickstarted —

frolicking, partying, movies, planning vaca-

tions, and more. But everything

came to a standstill

abruptly around mid-

March, courtesy,

Covid-19. We were

locked in our

homes. Sounds

like fiction? But

indeed, it was a real-

ity for us. New terms

came up—lockdown, quaran-

tine, PPE, sanitisation, social distancing...!

Thanks to the online experiences, we lived

a life of some strange sci-fi series. In short,

virtual became real and reality became vir-

tual. Confusing, mind boggling, 2020 was.

But here we are, standing at a point on the

timeline that looked like a horizon then. We

did overcome and so we shall always.

Yours faithfully,

ANJU RAJESH, GREGORIAN PUBLIC

SCHOOL, ERNAKULAM

A YEAR OF NEW INNOVATIONS!
Dear Batch of 2030
‘Word of the Year is 2020’. That was theheadline a decade ago, the year, when a pan-demic engulfed the world. Today, as you readit as just  another chapterin your books, it may

look as an ordinary
event. Well, dear
students, that
wasn’t the case.
Online teaching,
which is now quite
common for you, was
introduced to us for the firsttime. Am I audible?’, ‘Mute yourself.’, ‘ I gotdisconnected’...and so on... were the keywords to start a class. Online tools, Zoommeetings, assessing students on GoogleForms, technical glitches... it was almost catastrophic at first. However, the pandemictaught us to take these challenges in ourstride and here we are, a completely newtech-savvy generation! 

Yours, 
SUPRIYA KHANNA, DPS, WHITEFIELD, B’LURU

FROM THE ASHES OF PANDEMIC,

ROSE THE PHOENIX OF MAN’S

COURAGE
Dear Graduates of 2030,

2020 was a year that almost never-lived, a never to be

forgotten, challenging, innovative and standstill year.

The normal calendar stopped, school

schedules, sports and concert 

seasons disappeared. Masks,

sanitisers, social distancing and

home-confinement for endless

time, were the only life-saving

treatments available…the end

was not in sight. But then, from

the ashes of the pandemic, rose

the phoenix of man’s courage, the will

power and the  innovation that brought the world here

to 2030, with a more tech-savvy, undaunted and better-

equipped you to take on the world, crumbling every

obstacle in your path on the way to excellence. 

Yours faithfully,

MANJIT KAUR, Delhi Public School, Secunderabad 

THE SHOW THAT WENT ON...
Dear students,

Have you ever thought of a life, where you are caged
within the four walls of the house, having no social life?
Sounds scary? Well, we experienced it in 2020, courtesy
the Covid-19 pandemic. It was a year of uncertainty, a
year of despair for the ones, who lost their
near ones, a year of struggle for
those, whose finances and employ-
ment were at stake, and at the
same time a year of innova-
tion....everything was carried
out digitally. But again, it made
us more tech-savvy, as  our days
echoed with terms, like Zoom App,
Google meet, Google Form, pdf, and
so on.. However, the need to reach out to
our beloved students, despite all the odds, accepting the 
critical situations, gave us immense satisfaction.
Yours faithfully,
LATIKA CHANNA, DC MONTESSORI SCHOOL, MANIMAJRA,

CHANDIGARH

WE BECAME ZOOM-BIES, LIVING SUCCESSFULLY INGOOGLY YEAR 2020
Dear students of 2030 batch,
The world is back to normal, and we have moved on sincethe 2020 pandemic...but it wasn’t easy. Initially,we were left with our computers andsmartphones to see the world. As allthe teachers were not computerwizards, switching from face-to-face classes to online classes,were predominantly asynchronous.However, it was a blessing in dis-guise. It gave an equal footing to theextroverts and the introverts, resulting inhonest conversations. Innovation through technolo-gy became handy, and the anonymity of not being physicallypresent disappeared. Slowly, but steadily, we got accustomed to digital literacy and netiquette. Yours faithfully,

GOUTHAMI CHANDRASEKHAR, BETHEL MHSS, CHENNAI

I sent a letter to my students...

CELEB TALK

M
eltwater could undermine the walls of ice holding
back Antarctica’s glaciers, scientists have warned, 
a finding that underscores concern about the poten-
tial for a significant  sea level rise. According to ex-

perts, the ice shelves, formed over thousands of years, serve as
dams to prevent much of the continent’s snow and ice from flow-
ing towards the ocean. Scientists found that about 60% of the ice
shelf area is vulnerable to a process called hydrofracturing, in
which meltwater seeps into the shelves’ crevasses, some of which
are hundreds of metres deep, and triggers collapse. “This melt-
water is heavier than ice, so it can penetrate through the entire
ice thickness, just like a knife,” says a climate scientist.

According to experts, it’s unclear how long such a process
might take. Antarctica weather is highly-variable, making it 
difficult for the scientists to determine how much of a role is
being played by human-caused climate change

Scientists fear that losing ice shelves to hydrofracturing
will leave Antarctica’s ice sheets a more direct pathway to
the ocean, which could accelerate ice loss and contribute to
the sea level rise

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
reports have projected future sea levels to rise by more
than a metre by 2100 

More than half of the world’s freshwater is locked into
Antarctica’s ice

Antarctica ice shelves
vulnerable to
meltwater: Study

CLICK
HERE FOR
MOREBRIEFNEWS

IN 
GOOGLE LAUNCHES KIDS SPACE
ON SELECT ANDROID TABLETS

Google has launched a new kids mode on selected 
Android tablets that features apps, books and videos
for children to explore, learn and have fun as they stay

home. Google Kids Space will be available globally on certain
Lenovo tablets first, including the new Lenovo Smart Tab M10
HD Gen 2, and will arrive on more Android tablets  soon. Kids
Space requires a Google Account for your child. Google 
Assistant is not yet available in Kids Space.

1For Kids Space, Google worked with the top publish-
ers to make popular children’s books free of charge,

and have over 400 free books available in the US alone 

2 In the Watch and 
Make tabs, kids can view

creative and fun videos from
YouTube Kids that are engag-
ing and encourage off-screen
activities

3Google earlier launched a
new kids tab in Google Play that helps parents easily

find and pick “teacher-approved” apps for their kids

TECH BUZZ

We want to
see children

returning to
school and people
returning to work
places, but we
want to see it
done safely. No
country can just
pretend that the
pandemic is over. The reality is
that this virus spreads easily.

Opening up without control
is a recipe for disaster
Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, director 
general, WHO

HOW OLD ARE YOU ON OTHER
PLANETS? USE THIS CALCULATOR

Exploratorium, a museum
of science, technology,
and arts in San Francis-

co, has put together a handy 
calculator that lets you see 
exactly just how old you would
be on the other planets in our 
solar system.
HOW IT WORKS: Just enter your
date of birth, and the calculator
will reveal your age in days and

years, as well as when your next
birthday would be. For example,
if your birthday is January 4,
1992, on the Earth, you are 28
years old.However, on Mercury,
you would be 118.9 years old, and
your next birthday would be on
September 1, 2020, while on Nep-
tune, you would be just 0.17 years
old, and your next birthday
wouldn’t be until Aug 11, 2240!

A DIGITAL DANCE-OFF HELD ONLINE

W ith theatres closed
around the world,
three South American

dancers created a digital dance-off
for aspiring twirlers on Instagram.
Called @stayhomedancecompeti-
tion, the competition, which was
open to all, attracted hundreds of
applicants, some professionals,
other youngsters, dancing from
their homes. A panel of renowned
expert judges assessed each
dance, and viewers could also vote
with “likes.” 

TAYLOR SWIFT WINS BEST
DIRECTION AWARD

American singer-songwriter Taylor Swift made 
history in the MTV VMAs world recently, as she won the
award for best direction, a first for any solo female

artiste in the show's history. According to Fox News, the 30-year-
old songstress made her directorial debut for her single, 'The Man,'
which calls out male privilege and sexism. In the video, Swift
dresses up as the male character, and shows how much easier life
would be as a man.

 In the music video, the 'Love Story' singer underwent a
major transformation, using prosthetics and a movement
coach to become a man. Dwayne Johnson provided the
voice-over for Swift's speaking parts in the video

WHY IS THAT SO
According to Exploratorium, “The Earth rotates on its axis, like
a spinning top, and revolves around the sun, like a tetherball at
the end of a string going around the centre pole.” A day is
defined by the time it takes for the top-like rotation of the Earth
on its axis There are no rules that govern the rotation rates of
the planets, it all depends on how much “spin” was in the original
material that went into forming each one.  The revolution of the
Earth around the sun is how we define a year. While the Earth
takes 365 days to make one circuit, Mercury, takes only 88 days 

The competition challenged the dancers to
raise awareness about the pandemic, and honour
an artiste. In one video, a mother wearing a doc-
tor’s coat and a mask guards her daughter, while
she dances  Giovana Soria, 18, a Paraguayan,
said her dance was to encourage people to take
steps to prevent the spread of the virus
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02 “Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature.”
GÉRARD DE NERVAL, FRENCH WRITER AND POET SCHOOL IS COOL

It is rightly said, "The greatness of a cul-
ture can be found in its festivals". We may
be miles apart but the spirit of Indian fes-

tivals never ceases to amaze and fill our
hearts
and
minds

with happiness and joy. During lockdown, the
virtual platform has become a new normal and
observing festivals has also taken the virtual
mode to some extent. A glance at the festivals
celebrated by our tiny tots in August.

Class I looked festive with stu-
dents dressed in traditional
attire to celebrate raksha band-

han during a special assembly. The talk

on the topic highlighted that raksha is
to take care of the loved ones and have
a bond with them, though commonly
the festival is associated with a bond
between a brother and sister. It was a
delightful sight with students asking
teachers to see the images of the
rakhis, which they had drawn for the
occasion. A video that brought out the
mythological aspect of raksha bandhan
was the highlight of the assembly!

G rowing old is gold. It is a natural process
and the universal truth of life. The World
Senior Citizen's Day is celebrated on

August 21 every year to show our gratitude, and
increase awareness about the issues that affect
them.

During a special assembly, a short speech
enlightened students about where and when the
Senior Citizen's Day was first celebrated.
Students realised that the elderly in the family

and senior citizens need love, care, our time,
appreciation, support, respect, and security.
The highlight of the assembly was a heart-warm-
ing skit, which conveyed the message about the
sacrifices made by a grandfather. 

Art is a form of expressing emotion and that is
just what children did through their drawings. To
liven up the assembly, a peppy old song, 'Uthey
sab ke kadam tara rum pum pum'… was presented. 
-Nitu Mahato, Anurita Arora

Atmanirbhar Bharat
has become the buzz
word in the country

today. In fact, it was the
theme of the Independence
Day celebrations too.  
India can become atmanirb-
har in many ways. As we can
see, the efforts of Indians
during the Covid -19 pan-
demic has been laudable.
We as citizens of this coun-

try have to become proac-
tive, be alert and ensure
that we, as a country

progress, rather as an indi-
vidual.
The covid warriors, espe-
cially doctors and medical
staff, have risked their lives
and have been providing a

lot of service to mankind.
We could appreciate their
efforts by conferring the
Covid Warrior Awards. It
would prove to be a good
inspiration to the next gen-
eration to work even more
hard, to ensure that the
health and well-being of the
country is taken care.
Ankitha S K, class XII, NPS
Yeshwanthpur, Bengaluru

Festivities usher in happiness and joy
CELEBRATIONS GALORE

NPS WHITEFIELD

KUNSKAPSSKOLAN 

Onam, the home coming of
Mahabali, is a festival
that has over the years

transcended religious connota-
tions. Onam festival is more an
occasion for joy, compassion,
the spirit of giving and it truly
embodies Kerala's cultural plu-
ralism and unity.
The word Onam originated from
the Sanskrit word 'Shravanam'
and the festi-
val falls in
the month of
'Chingam', the first month of the
Malayalam year. It is also con-
ceived as a harvest festival. The
ten-day long festival starts on
'atham' and the final day is
called 'thiruonam'. The celebra-
tions start off with a grand pro-
cession called 'athachamayam'.
The ten day festivities also see
people participating in 'vallom
kali' , 'puli kali', 'thumbi thullal',
'thiruvaathikali' , 'kummatikali' ,

'onathallu' and martial arts. The
most impressive part of Onam
for me are the rituals of making
'onapookalam' a floral decora-
tion which consists of ten rings
indicating the ten day celebra-
tions of Onam and the '
onasadya', the grand feast pre-
pared on thiruonam. It is a nine
course meal served royally on a
banana leaf. 

The Onam sea-
son is just the
perfect oppor-

tunity to understand the rich
cultural heritage of kerala. May
the spirit of Onam remain every-
where, in whatever you do. This
year our school celebrated
Onam virtually with different
types of Pookalam by the stu-
dents of class VIII, followed by a
very graceful dance.
Happy Onam

Pranav Manoj, class VIII

Students bag prizes in
art competition

A celebration
to honour the
senior citizens

NATIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOL
WHITEFIELD

Grandparents - You make this world a better place to live!Listeners transported to
mystic lands through music

It is rightly said that music is therapy. It
moves and connects people like no other
medium can. During this time of social

distancing, it is
music that has
brought everyone closer at school through
an event organised by the high school. 
The high school students participated in an

online inter-class singing competition on
August 7. The theme for the event was
nature or monsoon. The participants trans-

ported the 
audience into

mystic lands, singing and praising the 
beauty of nature and monsoons, in different
languages. 

MG SCHOOL FOR EXCELLENCE 

Appreciate and follow in their footsteps

STUDENTSPEAK

Independence Day is an occasion
when every Indian renews his/ her
pledge of patriotism to work for the

development and prosperity of the coun-
try. The pandemic has confined the stu-
dents to their homes, but it could not
dampen their patriotic spirit and pride
for the nation. In the times of virtual
learning, the school has remodelled In-
dependence Day rituals to keep the fer-
vour of this important day alive in stu-
dents and staff members. The 74th In-
dependence Day celebratons reached
reached 1000 plus students and staff
through live
streaming.

The celebra-
tion commenced with flag hoisting by
the chairman, executive director and
the principal of the school, followed by
the national anthem. Through an inter-
esting rhythmic pattern of discussion,
the meaning and significance of Inde-
pendence was put forward by the teacher
and student comperes.

A spectacular programme  was pre-
sented from the safety of homes. Melo-
dious patriotic songs by students added

to the zest of patriotism. A speech was
delivered conveying how India stood
united as a developed country and is
fighting this pandemic together as one.
Students enacted great freedom fighters
namely Kittur Rani Chennamma, Sav-
itribai Phule, Annie Besant, Quaid-e-
Millat, Chandrashekhar Azad, Mohan-
das Karamchand Gandhi. A beautiful
dance encompassing a vibrant display
of festivity and nationalism filled the
hearts with pure patriotism.

The chairman motivated students
to bring glory and laurels to the coun-

try. He appreciated
the school adapting
to the new plat-

form and complimented teachers for be-
ing the nation builders, keeping them-
selves updated with the latest technol-
ogy. He encouraged the present gener-
ation to strongly believe that embrac-
ing technological development in edu-
cation is for a better future as this al-
lows the future generation to become
more dynamic and flexible according to
the need and expectation of future In-
dia.

Melodious songs, dances marks celebrations

AIR FORCE SCHOOL, ASTE

PSBB LLA

The 74th Independence
Day of India was cele-
brated with zeal and fer-

vour by the students and fac-
ulty on August 15, 2020.

The celebration com-
menced with the flag hoisting
ceremony at the school followed
by the national anthem after
which a cultural programme
was presented virtually by the

students.
A gamut of soul-stirring

acts and feats on the theme 'At-
ulya Bharat' was exhibited. Stu-
dents paid homage to freedom
fighters. The audience was tak-
en on a breath-taking panoram-
ic ride from 1857 to 2020 where
India has emerged as a super-
power. The highlight of the pro-

gramme was a musical pres-
entation- 'Time waits for none'
depicting the Green revolution
and White Revolution.

Chairman of NVT Group
K.G Garg motivated students
with his inspiring words. The
society is designed and shaped
by the youth. A fresh mind nur-
tured in a right and supportive
environment is capable of up-
lifting the nation to greater
heights, for which the role of
parents and teachers are cru-
cial.

Principal Alka Gupta said
patriotism means effectively,
swiftly, efficiently, honestly and
enthusiastically doing your
best in whatever you have to do
as students. She exhorted stu-
dents to make use of all the op-
portunities and lead the coun-
try to the pinnacle.

It was a day full of gaiety,
merriment and joy, instilling
the respect and reverence for
the precious gift of freedom.

Abir Singh of class I and Himashree Sudarshan Reddy of class
VII won prizes at the Reach Quiz Drawing Competition con-
ducted by Reach Quiz Club, an online
quiz show.  While Abir won the 1st
prize in the junior 6-8 years catego-
ry, Himashree won the II prize in the
senior 9-14 years category.  Many students from the school
participated in the competition.

NATIONAL PUBLIC
SCHOOL

WHITEFIELD 

SISHU GRIHA
HIGH SCHOOL
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